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ADAPTING EXAMS
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) affects an individual’s ability to communicate, and to organise information. 
Exams usually require students to communicate and organise information while under some time-pressure. This 
may be inappropriate for a student with ASD. Schools are required by law to make reasonable adjustments to 
the ways that they organise for the teaching and assessment of students with disabilities, where appropriate. 
Therefore it may be appropriate to arrange an alternative method of assessment. For information about making 
adjustments to VCE and NAPLAN, see the bottom of this page.

In some cases, it may be considered appropriate/necessary to conduct an exam for assessment. Below is a list of 
some adjustments that may be made to exams for students with ASD. It may be appropriate to implement 
several of these adjustments in combination. Consider discussing various adjustments with the student in 
advance, and allowing the student to have some input into the design of assessment tasks. Supports which are 
provided during regular classroom instruction are generally appropriate for use in exam situations.

Some examples of possible adaptation are:
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This list of adjustments is adapted from Kaweski, W. 2011 Teaching Adolescents with Autism: Practical Strategies 
for the Inclusive Classroom, Corwin, California
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